January 12, 2022

(C) the Head Coach of the University of
Wisconsin-Eau Claire women’s volleyball
team, Kim Wudi.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  489—COM-
MENDING THE ACTIONS OF

CUBAN HUMAN RIGHTS AND DE-
MOCRACY ACTIVIST JOSE DAN-
IEL FERRER GARCIA, AND ALL
PRO-DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN
RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, IN DEMAND-
ING FUNDAMENTAL CIVIL LIB-
ERTIES IN CUBA AND SPEAKING
OUT AGAINST CUBA’S BRUTAL,
TOTALITARIAN COMMUNIST RE-
GIME

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself,
Mr. BRAUN, and Mr. RUBIO) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 489

Whereas on July 11, 2021, protestors in
more than 40 cities marched in the streets of
Cuba to exercise their fundamental right to
peacefully assemble and express their opposi-
tion to the Cuban regime, resulting in the
largest anti-government demonstration on
the island in decades;

Whereas the Cuban protestors, in a clear
message—

(1) called for an end to communism, cen-
sorship, and oppression in Cuba; and

(2) demanded basic human rights and their
God-given freedom;

Whereas during the July 2021 protests, in a
crude and savage effort to silence the Cuban
people, the Communist party—

(1) deployed a wave of terror throughout
Cuba by unleashing its secret police and
military forces on the peaceful protestors;

(2) harassed and threatened men, women,
and children, some of whom were in their
homes;

(3) abducted and tortured civil society
leaders; and

(4) detained more than 1,300 Cubans, ac-
cording to media reports;

Whereas Felix Navarro Rodriguez, a re-
nowned pro-democracy activist who was ar-
rested during the ‘‘Black Spring’’ of 2003, is
the President of the Pedro Luis Boitel Abra-
ham Democracy Party, and is a member of
the Executive Secretariat of the Democratic
Action Unity Table (MUAD), was arrested,
then charged with the alleged crime of ‘“‘at-
tack and public disorder’, after merely ap-
pearing at a police unit in Cuba to inquire
about the status of members of his group
who were detained during the July 11 pro-
test;

Whereas in August 2021, Felix Navarro
Rodriguez, in protest of his unlawful arrest,
the terrible conditions in which he was being
held and the cruelty he suffered in prison,
went on a hunger strike for 30 days, remains
isolated, is in a delicate state of health, and
is restricted from communicating with his
family;

Whereas José Daniel Ferrer Garcia, leader
of the Patriotic Union of Cuba (UNPACU), is
a Cuban human rights and democracy activ-
ist, who has worked incessantly to promote
fundamental civil liberties for the Cuban
people;

Whereas José Daniel Ferrer Garcia, who
was born in Santiago de Cuba on July 29,
1970, has dedicated most of his adult life in
peaceful protest against Cuba’s brutal and
totalitarian Communist dictatorship to en-
sure that Cubans are allowed to have a voice
in matters concerning their own country;

Whereas José Daniel Ferrer Garcia was
among the hundreds of activists who were
unlawfully detained by the Cuban regime
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and has been unjustly imprisoned in isola-
tion for nearly 180 days, where he has been
subjected to physical and psychological tor-
ture by the brutal Communist Cuban regime;

Whereas according to José Daniel Ferrer
Garcia’s family, his health is dire, he is suf-
fering from severe headaches, mouth bleed-
ing, malnutrition, bouts of coughing, and the
inability to sleep, all of which was caused by
the cruel torture and inhumane treatment
he received from the Cuban regime;

Whereas a host of other pro-democracy ac-
tivists have been imprisoned solely for
peacefully exercising their rights to freedom
of expression, including Ciro Alexis Casa-
novas Pérez, Loreto Hernandez Garcia and
wife, Donaida Pérez Paseiro, Didier Eduardo
Almagro Toledo, Nidia Bienes Paseiro,
Demis Valdés Sarduy, Misael Diaz Paseiro,
Arianna Lopez Roque, twin sisters Lisdani
Rodriguez Isaac and Lisdiani Rodriguez
Isaac, and Ivan Hernandez Carrillo;

Whereas during the week of Christmas
2021, many of these peaceful demonstrators
were convicted on charges of sedition and
sentenced to decades in prison just for de-
manding basic human rights; and

Whereas the totalitarian regime is terri-
fied of brave and courageous leaders who
stand resolute in fighting for a free Cuba,
and will persecute, kidnap, torture, or kill
anyone who stands up against their tyranny:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the repression of José Daniel
Ferrer Garcia and all brave Cuban activists,
and demands their immediate and uncondi-
tional release from prison;

(2) condemns the brutal torture and inhu-
mane treatment of José Daniel Ferrer Garcia
by the Cuban regime and calls for an imme-
diate humanitarian medical visit by an inde-
pendent human rights organization to him
and to all political prisoners who have been
unjustly and illegally detained by the Cuban
regime since July 11, 2021;

(3) condemns Cuba’s brutal totalitarian
Communist dictatorship and demands an end
to the suffering of the Cuban people and the
impunity of the Cuban regime’s human
rights abusers;

(4) calls for the internmational community
to stand with the Cuban people and against
Cuba’s totalitarian Communist regime for
infringing on the freedom of thought, will,
expression, assembly, and prosperity of the
Cuban people; and

(5) commends the courage of the pro-de-
mocracy movement and all freedom activists
in Cuba for risking everything to bring free-
dom to the Cuban people.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I have 7
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, January 12, 2022, at 3:30
p.m., to conduct a business meeting.
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COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, January 12, 2022, at 2:45
p.m., to conduct a business meeting on
nominations.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, January 12, 2022, at 2:45
p.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, January
12, 2022, at 9 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on nominations.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of he Senate on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 12, 2022, at 9 a.m., to conduct a
business meeting.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 12, 2022, to conduct a hearing on
nominations.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, January 12, 2022, at 2 p.m., to con-
duct a hearing on a nomination.

————

NOTICE: REGISTRATION OF MASS
MAILINGS

The filing date for the 2021 fourth
quarter Mass Mailing report is Tues-
day, January 25, 2022. An electronic op-
tion is available on Webster that will
allow forms to be submitted via a
fillable PDF document. If your office
did no mass mailings during this pe-
riod, please submit a form that states
‘“‘none.”

Mass mailing registrations or nega-
tive reports can be submitted elec-
tronically at http:/webster.senate.gov/
secretary/mass_mailing form.htm or e-
mailed to OPR_MassMailings@
sec.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-

tact the Senate Office of Public
Records at (202) 224-0322.
———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3488

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 3488) to counter the aggression of
the Russian Federation against Ukraine and
Eastern European allies, to expedite security
assistance to Ukraine to bolster Ukraine’s
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